
 

 

 

 

 

Synnovis milestone: 2,000 revolutionary blood tests for NHS lung and 

breast cancer patients 
 

NHS England became the world’s first health service to roll out circulating tumour DNA (ctDNA) testing 

for suspected lung cancer in 2025 

 

SYNLAB is pleased to announce that Synnovis* have supported this initiative from its pilot phase and 

now provide ctDNA testing for over a third of eligible NHS patients in England. 

ctDNA testing, also referred to as ‘liquid biopsy’, is a revolutionary process that detects cancer-related 

changes in a person’s DNA via a simple blood test. For the past year, it has been available to NHS 

lung and breast cancer patients, enabling them to access treatment targeted to the genetic profile of 

their tumour. 

Last month, NHS England added Cancer of Unknown Primary (CUP) to its ctDNA test repertoire, 

meaning that patients with a metastatic cancer whose primary cancer cannot be identified can now 

also access faster and personalised treatment. 

Professor Dominic Harrington, Chief Scientific Officer, SYNLAB UK & Ireland said: “75% of the ctDNA 

tests Synnovis have processed to date have been Lung referrals and the remainder Breast referrals. 

We are proud to be at the forefront of the changes that ctDNA has ignited in cancer diagnosis and 

treatment. Not only does it allow patients to begin treatment up to two weeks sooner, the treatment 

itself is tailored to each individual. In some cases, this means patients can avoid further tests or 

treatments such as chemotherapy entirely.” 

The impact is also significant in terms of health economics. A report commissioned by NHS England 

found that the introduction of ctDNA testing for lung cancer patients alone would benefit 20,000 

patients and deliver net savings of £11m for the NHS over one year.  

Charlie, from South East England, was a patient in the pilot programme who experienced the benefits 

of ctDNA testing first hand. When Charlie’s lung biopsy failed, Synnovis scientists turned to her blood 

test rather than having to return for further investigative surgery. ctDNA testing determined not only 

that Charlie had stage 4 lung cancer, but that it was “EGFR-positive”. This means a mutation in the 
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Epidermal Growth Factor Receptor (EGFR) gene was identified as the cause of the abnormal cell 

growth and division. Already a cancer survivor, this diagnosis meant Charlie could immediately start 

the most effective treatment for her tumour. 

Charlie said: “I was expecting to have to start chemo, but this news meant I could start a drug straight 

away which could target my cancer and avoid chemo. This was a game changer for my mental health.” 

Nicola Foot, Head of Service – Cancer Genetics, Synnovis said: “ctDNA testing allows us to deliver 

results up to two weeks quicker to patients and offers access for those who can't have invasive 

procedures or travel to specialist hospitals. Waiting for a diagnosis of cancer, or to learn about 

treatment options, can be an incredibly stressful time for patients, and liquid biopsy allows us to 

provide answers when they're needed most. I'm proud of the work the team have done so far and 

looking forward to being part of further innovation in the service." 

Dr Nirupa Murugaesu, Cancer Genomics Clinical Director, South East Genomic Medicine Service said: 

"As ctDNA testing expands across the NHS, increasing numbers of patients will benefit from timely 

genomic testing to help inform treatment decisions. Expanding access is an important step towards 

embedding precision oncology into routine cancer care.” 

NHS England anticipates up to 15,000 suspected lung cancer patients and 5,000 breast cancer 

patients will benefit from ctDNA testing annually. 

 

– Ends – 

 

Footnotes: 

*Synnovis is a partnership between SYNLAB UK & Ireland, Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Foundation 

Trust and Kings College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust.  

Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust (GSTT) contracts Synnovis on behalf of the South East 

Genomic Medicine Service in accordance with the National Genomic Test Directory (NGTD). 
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About SYNLAB 

• SYNLAB Group is a leader in medical diagnostic services and specialty testing in Europe. The 

Group offers a full range of innovative and reliable medical diagnostics to patients, practising 

doctors, hospitals and clinics, governments and corporations. 

• Providing the leading level of service within the industry, SYNLAB is the partner of choice for 

routine and specialty diagnostics in human medicine. The Group continuously innovates medical 

diagnostic services for the benefit of patients and customers. 
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• SYNLAB operates in more than 20 countries across four continents and holds leading positions 

in most markets, regularly reinforcing the strength of its network through a proven acquisition 

strategy. More than 23,000 employees, including over 2,000 medical experts, contribute every 

day to the Group’s worldwide success. 

• SYNLAB performed around 600 million laboratory tests and achieved revenues of €2.54 billion 

in 2025. 

• More information can be found on www.synlab.com 
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